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OSMINGTON TRAGEDY 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.01 pm]: As all members would be aware, in the early hours 
of Friday morning, on a rural property in Osmington, east of Margaret River, a terrible tragedy occurred. It was 
a shocking homicide—seven Western Australians dead, four of them children—and the largest mass shooting in 
Australia since Port Arthur 22 years ago. Any untimely loss of life is a tragedy, but to see it happen on this scale 
is difficult to comprehend and reconcile: difficult for myself, difficult for the community and unthinkable for those 
closest to the victims. 
To WA Police Force, officers of the Margaret River Police Station and especially the officers who had the 
heartbreaking duty of attending the scene following the call: you have had to carry a burden we would not wish 
upon anyone. We pass on our thanks to WA police, especially Sergeant Cassidy and Senior Constable Southall. 
As shock subsides into grief and sadness, the police investigation will continue and a coronial inquest will occur. 
The government will consider any policy recommendations at its conclusion. In the meantime, we are there to 
support the Margaret River community. The Department of Communities and the Department of Education have 
made resources available to support the community and they will remain there for as long as they are required. 
I also commend the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River for the support it has provided to the community and the 
role it has played over the weekend. However, the community in Margaret River is strong and resilient. They 
support each other. We, as Western Australians, look after each other when burdened with a senseless tragedy. 
Although we may never get a final answer as to why this horrible act of violence occurred, we will continue to 
show our care and sympathy for the victims, family, friends and community affected. 
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